
"Unlocking Codes and Ciphers: A Brief Guide 

Discovering secret messages can be challenging, but is always very rewarding. 

Three main categories of secret messages include substitution ciphers, transposition 
ciphers, and concealment techniques such as using codes that replace a word with 
another word or with a symbol.  

Substitution ciphers replace text letters with substitutes, while transposition ciphers 
rearrange letters to create unreadable text. Concealment techniques involve hiding 
messages in images or within a narrative, using invisible ink, altering colors or font. 

Tips for Solving Clues: 

1. Team Up: Collaborate with friends to spot important details others might miss. 
2. Read Carefully: Pay close attention to clue introductions for helpful hints. 
3. Recognize Patterns: Common ciphers often have noticeable patterns. 
4. Study Illustrations: Look for hidden letters, numbers, oddities that don’t “fit or 

belong”, or patterns within a drawing. 
5. Interpret Symbols: Symbols may represent familiar concepts, colors, or 

sequences. 
6. Do your research - spend some time online exploring common ciphers and 

practice teasing out solutions in puzzle books. 
7. If you get tired or stuck, put it down and return later – sleep on it. It’s funny how 

the mind works. 
8. Stay Positive: Enjoy the challenge! 

 

 


